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April 2015, VOL. 13 Issue 4

April’s Genealogy Program
TUESDAY APRIL 14™ AT 1:30
LDS Church 1969 Williams Highway

(Corner of W. Harbeck and Williams Hwy.)

THE CHALLENGE
Writing Your Life Story
Part I

This month’s meeting will feature some of our members
who are answering the challenge to write their life story.
Members Pat Heumann and Barbara Levering, among
others, will discuss their success and failures as they work
to save a detailed record of their life for their family.

The program starts at 1:30 following an open Board of
Directors-business meeting that commences at 12:30. Both
meetings are open to the public.

(Please enter from the east end of the building-there is plenty of parking)
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Society Contact Information
Grants Pass Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 214
Grants Pass, OR 97528

Website: www.gpgenealogy.org

To contact GPGS via e-mail: grantspassgenealogy@gmail.com
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/gpgenealogy

General Meetings held on 2nd Tuesday of each month (except July, August, December) at
1:30 PM at 1969 Williams Highway (corner of Harbeck), Grants Pass, Oregon. The
Board of Directors meets at 12:30 PM before the General Meeting. All are welcome to
attend the Board of Directors meeting.

Annual membership - $15.00 for one individual, or $20.00 for two or more individuals
living at the same mailing address.

President Vice President
Celeste Guillory Laura Dunwald-Uhlig
Cacese36@gmail.com beagenie(@charter.net
Secretary Treasurer

Joan Edwards Pat Heumann
jjedwards@charter.net bernardsqueen1942@gmail.com
Membership Committee Facebook Manager
Jeri Paradise Cindy Suda
jeribray(@msn.com 541-955-8838
Webmistress Research

CynThia Sincere Linda Kent
csyncere@hotmail. lindak@cavenet.com

HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER? Send it to
cacese36(@gmail.com
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APRIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Each month at our meetings I remind those present that our organization is geared
towards education of our members and the public. We do this by presenting speakers and
programs that update genealogy buffs on the latest tools, software, Internet info, research

aids and opportunities available.

Last month Beverly Wellington was our guest speaker and she spoke about writing a life
story that can be left for family as a “first person” record of a long and interesting life. I
issued a challenge following her presentation to our members to start writing “your” life
story and to share it at the April 2015 meeting. That challenge is the subject of our
meeting this month.

Many people in our group can trace their family back quite a few generations and have
some idea what their ancestors looked like, how many children they had, when they were
born and when they died. What really makes the story interesting is when more details
come to light that make these people really interesting and alive. For example, if a
grandmother was an expert seamstress, one feels connected when they share that talent. If
that fact wasn’t passed down to granddaughters, then a piece of family history
would surely be lost for all time.

My aunt Josephine said my grandparents came to California in the late 1890’s from
France. Their brothers who came to California in the 1880’s sponsored grandma and
Grandpa. Both older brothers had connections to French laundries and that’s where my
grandparents met. In the “old country” my grandmother could never marry into my
grandfathers’ family who were considered socially unacceptable by her merchant class
parents. Jacques and Pauline grew up in southern France but never met until coming to
California. My Aunt Josephine shared these facts with me when I helped Aunt Josephine
write her life story. I firmly believe a life story should never be forgotten.

I encourage you to write your life story and share it with your kin in the years to come.

Happy writing,
Celeste Guillory
GPGS President
3



Grants Pass Genealogical Society - Minutes
Board Meeting - 1969 Williams Highway Grants Pass, Oregon
Tuesday March 10, 2015 12:30 PM

Roll Call of Officers and appointed Board Members
Celeste Guillory (present)! ! | Jeri Paradise (present)
Laura Dunwald-Uhlig (present) Susan Duncan (present)
Joan Edwards (present) Cindy Suda (present)

Pat Heumann (present) CynThia Syncere (absent)!
Linda Kent (present)

Guests

There were no guests at the board meeting but at the general meeting, guests included:
Pat Clark, Jackie Hawkins, Lois Stevens, Joan Quast, Gloria Anderson and Wendy
Swanson.

Approval of minutes of the Feb 10, 2015 minutes
Laura Dunwald-Uhlig made a motion to approve the minutes to include the change
regarding the cost of the quilt tickets and Jeri Paradise seconded it.

Treasurer’s Report: Pat Heumann
Feb 2015 financial report- balance forward is $1182.86 (although the checkbook reflects
$1016.36)

2015 budget- projected income of $1075.15 and projected expenses of $1182.00.
Membership as of 1 Mar 15- there are 48 members including 3 new members who have
joined since Sept 2014. Report on 2014 audit- Pat Heumann and Jeanette Dickson to
sign the audit verification letter.

There is a discrepancy of $141.49 from Jan-Nov 2014. NO MONEY WAS TAKEN!! It
was probably caused by one or more transactions erroneously entered in EXCEL.
Bank statements and check book balances. The error is only in the EXCEL file record
kept before December 2014 and will be found.

Petty cash- $8.38
Bills outstanding? None
Programs: V/P Laura Dunwald-Uhlig

April:

Perhaps Roots Tech 2015 (but Cindy Suda said that extensive information about Roots
Tech is on the GPHS FaceBook page — ROOTS TECH CLASSES an be downloaded
Or maybe some one will take Celeste’s challenge and share an excerpt from their life
story as a follow-up to Beverly Wellington’s workshop at today’s general meeting.

May/June:
Ann Billeter may be willing to talk about the Jo.Co. library!
Mr. Strobling might help people with computer usage for genealogy



a caravan trip to and a tour/mini workshop at the Jackson County Genealogy Library on
South Pacific Hwy in Medford. Celeste will contact Andrea Patterson, Pres.

Website: On 16 Mar 15, the GPGS webpage automatically renews and will cost under
$80.00 and is in the budget

FaceBook Page: Cindy Suda

* Cindy reported that there had been astronomical FaceBook usage in Feb and she
credits that to the Roots Tech info. Over 90 people viewed one post. Usage has declined
a little since 1 Mar. Also, people from various states, not just Oregon, are using the
GPGS FaceBook page

Old Business: Quilt Raffle

The beautiful king size quilt is ready. The motion was made and seconded that there
should be a change in the cost of the tickets. Instead of $1.00 each and 6 for $5.00, it
was decided by a 5-2 vote (w/ 1 abstention) that tickets should be sold for $5.00 each or
6 for $25.00. Tickets and cash must be sent to the GPGS Post Office Box listed on the
tickets.

*Drawing will take place during the annual Christmas luncheon in December. Winner
does not have to be present to win.

Summer Yard Sale:

Celeste found out that there wouldn’t be any yard sales at the Jo. Co. Fairgrounds, so
we will have to find another location to hold this annual revenue event. Umpqua Back
(across from the main post office) and we may be able to have the yard sale 25 Jul 15
from 8:30-1:00 in their parking lot. (That is Back to the 50’s week.) If this doesn’t pan out,
Celeste will contact the Farmers’ Market. Quilt raffle tickets will be sold at this event.

New Business:

Research Chairman Linda Kent is doing genealogical research. She is not charging a set
fee but rather asking for a donation for GPGS. People are contacting Linda in part
because of FaceBook and the website. LaVonna Ness may also be willing to do
research.

Announcements:

*We are sending Janis Seaton positive thoughts and good wishes

*Who Do You Think You Are? is on TLC on Sundays

*If you are an AARP member, you can receive a 30% discount off of ancestry.com
Worldwide Explorer membership.

Speaker today: Beverly Wellington- “Writing Your Family History”

Board meeting ended at 1:25
Respectfully submitted,
Joan Edwards - GPGS Secretary



Facebook Update

Our facebook page grew by one more like this month—up to 66 total
page Likes! Our fans are 82% women, 14% men. The majority of our
fans, 50 of them, live in Oregon, with 37 residing right here in Grants
Pass. But we have 15 fans across the US, from Washington, California,
Minnesota, Kansas, lllinois, Kentucky, Georgia & New Jersey along with
2 fans living internationally, one in Brazil & the other in Madrid, Spain.
Many are using our facebook page to assist in their family history
research. Don’t miss out—we invite you to visit our facebook page
often!

There were ---61 posts in March with a total reach of 1,024 views, with
151 engaging by clicking on a link, liking or sharing one or more of our
posts. Our most popular posts, seen by up to 68 people, were about
the 30% AARP discount on Ancestry.com, the fun
Searchforancestors.com site Jan Edwards recommended we bookmark,
a video-link showing a cool way to get all those negatives digitalized &
a great visualization of the most popular female names from 1880 to
2013. We thank you for sharing & helping spread the word about our

page!

Besides the latest Society news, local educational opportunities &
meeting details, posts covered articles & sites to assist with
Scandinavian, Irish, British, German, Hispanic, Mexican, African-
American, Michigan, lllinois & Women in the Civil War research. Did
you hear the big news that Jan Edwards & Robin Foster’s “Genealogy!
Just Ask!” facebook group reached 9,000 members? To better serve
such large numbers, they are in the process of creating pages for each
state & many countries. Did you see Tips for Using the David Rumsey
Historical Map Collection, A Genealogist’s Guide to Old Latin Terms &
Abbreviations & 3 Ways to Find Ancestors Who Didn’t Leave A Paper
Trail? And don’t miss the Free Search Tool for US Public Records,



More than 40,000 On-line Fully Searchable & Downloadable
Genealogy Books, the Free e-book download of 38 FamilySearch
Search Tips, the ShipsList website & the website with Resources for
Every State, plus the link to the still-available-for-viewing incredible
array of RootsTech 2015 sessions!

Please check out our facebook page frequently—and remember that
all these topics are available to you by scrolling back down our page.
When you get to a place that says “Highlight,” just click on it & a drop-
down box will give you an option to see “All Stories” that are archived
on our page. As always, I’'m happy to assist you if you have any
guestions about our facebook page. Wishing you many happy
discoveries to your family tree.

Regards,
Cindy Suda, Facebook Coordinator
www.facebook.com/gpgenealogy

EDITOR’S NOTE:

One of the sites posted on our facebook page is a blog: Crestleaf
Genealogy that offers an opportunity to post photos and connect with
folks who might identify who is in a mystery photo — we all have them
Check it out on the GPGS facebook page. This sounds like a worthy site
and | plan to report on it in the May newsletter. If you access this site
please share info with me.

Celeste Guillory

Cacese36@gmail.com



LAURA KNOWS INTERESTING
WEBSITES by LAURA DUNWALD-UHLIG

ww.genalogyblog.com — for information about The New

FamilySearch Discovery Center — developed by Family Search is
amazing and was featured in the RootsTech exhibit. One is planned for the
Seattle area soon.

https://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/expos - a list of Family History
Expo sessions through December 2015

http://forums.rootsmagic.com/index.php?/topic/14651-rootsmagqgic-7-
update-history/ - RoostMagic software updates and more

Origins.net Will Be Closing Down

by Dick Eastman

Findmypast will soon close down its Origins.net subsidiary web site. As explained at
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/origins:All of the records previously available at origins.net are now
available right here at Findmypast. Explore over two billion records including millions of parish
records, wills, probate and court records. What's more, you can view the Oxfordshire Wills Index,
1516-1857, and three other record sets, completely free!

Dick Eastman | March 12, 2015 at 1:54 pm | Categories: Online Sites | URL: http://wp.me/p5Z3-1D7
Http:/www.liveleak.com/ll_embed?f=d6d9d5385aee Old Colorized

Photographs set to music ...... These photographs are absolutely

incredible! Many of them are from the Civil War era and early 1900’s. The clarity is

astounding and the colorization looks as if they were taken with modern photo gear.

Make sure you watch it on HD setting; you can click on it in the upper right hand corner
of the screen when it starts playing. There is music, too! The WWII photos are heart
breaking.



May 8, 2015 marks the 70™ anniversary of the end of World
War Il in Europe. My uncle Henry was in the US Army that
landed on D Day in Normandy and then liberated the
German concentration camps in Germany. Some of my
European kin were inmates in those camps.

American History Magazine’s June issue featured a story
about the Center For American War Letters at Chapman
University that has a repository of letters written by the
troops during all the wars starting with the American
revolution until now. “Captured in these wartime
correspondences are riveting eyewitness accounts of historic
moments and incredible stories of courage, honor,
sacrifice and resilience.”

More than 100,000 letters are in the collection including
present day emails from Iraq and Afghanistan

For more information about the collection or to donate letters
you may want to share go to

www.WarlLetters.us



San Mateo County Genealogical Society Spring 2015 Seminar

aration & Ancestral Gustoms

Four Lectures With

Warren Bittner, CG>"

Warren Bittner, CG M is a nationally known genealogy
speaker with 30 years of research experience. He is the
owner of "Lost and Found", a small genealogical research
firm. For six years he was the German Collection Manager
for the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. In 2010
he was assistant director of the Salt Lake Institute of
Genealogy and is a former member of the board of
directors for Utah Genealogical Association. Warren was
the first place winner of the 2010 National Genealogical
Society Family History Writing Contest. He delivered the
Chuck Knutsen Memorial Lecture for the Federation of
Genealogical Societies in 2012.

Saturday, May 2, 2015 - 9am-3:15pm

Menlo Park LDS Church - 1105 Valparaiso, Menlo Park
Doors open at 8am - Registration, Book Sales & Silent Auction
Family History Center will be open during breaks, lunch and
after the Seminar

NAME: PHONE:

EMAIL:

REGISTRATION: Members: __ $36.00 Non-Members: _ $42.00 LUNCH:
$8.



Registration Deadline Friday, April 24, 2015 ---Walk Ins $48.00
Become a new member: __ @ $25 for 1 Year & signup for this seminar at the
Member Rate
Note: Registration includes SYLLABUS

Make your registration/lunch check payable to SMCGS Seminar - Mail
Registration to:
Patrick Gilbride, 153 Occidental Avenue, Burlingame CA 94010-5219
OR Register via PayPal on our website smcgs.org

Check SMCGS Website - www.smcgs.org and SMCGS Blog -
http://smcgs.blogspot.com/

for information about SMCGS Programs, Library & Databases
SMCGS Spring 2015 Seminar Schedule ~ Saturday, May 2, 2015 — 9:00am —
3:15pm

“Immigration & Ancestral Customs ~ Warren Bittner CG*™

8:00 -9:00 REGISTRATION & Time to Browse our Silent Auction
Items & Book Sales
9:00 - 9:15 INTRODUCTIONS

9:15-10:15 LECTURE| “Complex Evidence: What It is, How It Works, Why It
ONE Matters”
The Genealogists’ goal is to establish identity and prove
relationships. Complex evidence is the ONLY way to do
this. Follow a case study of clues from multiple sources
to solve a problem.

10:15- 10:40 BREAK
10:40 - 11:40 “Impossible Immigrant!”
LECTURE TWO See how the principle of “Reasonably Exhaustive

Research” is used to find a “brick wall” immigrant family
despite repeated dead ends and misleading clues.

11:40-12:45 LUNCH LUNCH - Time to check out the Silent Auction Items,
Book Sales and the Family History Center

12:45 - 1:45 “Beat Children with a Fresh Birch Stick So the
LECTURE THREE Animals Don’t Get Worms” Reading for Historical
Context

Read to understand your ancestors in their own world on
their own terms. How to find books about the cultural,
political, social, and occupational lives of your ancestors.
See examples from some fascinating books.

1:45 - 2:00 BREAK




2:00 - 3:15 LECTURE
FOUR

“The Bittner Bastards of Bavaria” - Understanding
and Researching Illegitimacy

See new light on nineteenth century morality. Follow a
couple with three children born during a ten-year wait
for marriage. You'll be amazed to learn what happened.
This lecture is based on Mr. Bittner's Master's Thesis, and
also the material used in his award-winning article.

Directions to Menlo Park LDS Church
1105 Valparaiso Ave., Menlo Park

From 101 North or South: Exit 101 at Woodside Rd, proceed west to the El
Camino. Turn left onto the El Camino, proceed south through Redwood City

& Atherton to Menlo Park, turn right at Valparaiso. Proceed for 5 left turn
only blocks. Just past Arbor Rd. on the left is the LDS Church.

From 280 North or South: Exit 280 at Sand Hill Rd east, proceed east to the
El Camino. Turn left onto the El Camino, proceed through Menlo Park, turn
left at Valparaiso. Proceed for 5 left turn only blocks. Just past Arbor Rd. on

the left is the LDS Church.

PLENTY OF PARKING, GREAT RESTAURANTS

AND HOTELS NEARBY.
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Bend Genealogical Society

2015 $Spring Seminar Learner ¢ Teach

Featuring
Thomas MacEntee

Active Genealogist and Speaker
at National Conferences

Thomas has a passion for genealogy!
He is bringing his innovative ideas and research
techniques to Bend for a full-day Seminar.

Applicable for all beginning & advanced genealogists
Learn to work “smarter” instead of “harder”

Educator ¢ Life-long

Do you want to say, “WOW, | learned a lot” on April 25?
Come to the BGS Seminar for Thomas’ presentations:

ds ¢ 3S130[BUIS ¢ IO

[
J33301g ¢ 33N LD
o 7 Habits of Highly Frugal Genealogists — Who said
genealogy and the hunt for your family history has to be Thomas’ Blog Site: GeneaBloggers
expensive? Just as in any other industry, there are some
tricks to getting the best deals and bargains in the genealogy marketplace. With 7 Habits of Highly
Frugal Genealogists, you’ll learn the tricks, and how to think like a savvy, frugal genealogist!

¢ You Use WHAT for Genealogy? Wonderful Uses for Unusual Tools — Have you ever
wondered if you're missing out on how some genealogists are using tools such as Evernote, Word/
Excel, Google & more? Learn what’s hot in the world of apps & websites, and how YOU can use them!

o After You’re Gone: Future Proofing Your Genealogy Research — Have you ever
considered what will happen to your years of genealogy research once you're gone? Learn how to
ensure that your hard work carries on. Through a combination of planning, common sense, and new
technologies, we’ll review how to create an action plan for preserving your genealogy research.

¢ Managing the Genealogy Data Monster — It is so easy to let the large amounts of data
involved with genealogy overwhelm you — to the point that family history research is no longer fun!
Learn how to tackle the three main problem areas of genealogy data: research data, project data and
file data, so you can put the FUN back in your research!

SATURDAY - April 25, 2015 <> 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Gf%gf.; Jos) At the Bend Golf & Country Club

00*
v Registration Required — Seating is Limited — See Registration Form for Cost

Call BGS at (541) 317-9553 for more information

Find the Registration Form Online at: www.orgenweb.org/deschutes/bend-gs
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Finding Your Ancestors on ebay

Finding Your Ancestors & More on eBay
Evie E. Rice

You can find almost anything on eBay, from swizzle stick collections to real estate. But for our purposes...

Cities & Towns Events Vacations
Schools Cultural events Honeymoons
Churches History Maps
Businesses Occupations Family Names
Countryside Disasters Surprise
Military Yearbooks

Ships, Planes, etc. Books

And to help with your research:

Research guides Published records Memorabilia
Maps Directories Letters
Histories Yearbooks Bibles
Genealogies Original documents Photos

Be creative with ideas for searches.

Tips:
* Like Google, use quotes for exact phrases, and - (minus) for exclusions.
¢ Always check “Include Description” in your searches.
¢ Select “Worldwide” Item Location for international interests.
¢ Don’trestrict the “Categories” unless you absolutely need to.
* Save Your Searches!

Often you can take screenshots, rather than buying pictures. However, sometimes sellers have
added watermarks to their images and/or have posted very low resolution images to discourage
this.

Browser plug-ins such as the Firefox add-on “Save Images” can make it easier to save high-
resolution versions of images when the vendor tries to prevent you from doing so.
(https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/save-images/?src=api)

Part 2: To buy anything on eBay you need:

* An eBay account - easy to sign up and no complications

* (Access to) a PayPal account - a bit more of a hassle.

- PayPal links to your credit card. - Must be linked to your bank account (soon - see below)
Three ways things are sold on eBay:

* Buy It Now (BIN) - You get a guaranteed purchase at a specified price - NOW.

* Make an Offer (MAO) - (Combined with BIN) You make an offer less than the BIN price (50%
often works). Seller may make counter-offer(s). Success not guaranteed (unless you pay the BIN
price). Transaction time variable. May be trumped by other user's MAO offer, or BIN.

* Auction - (Often combined with BIN/MAO). Success not guaranteed. Best way to get a cheap sale
price, but you could be trumped at any time by BIN/MAO).

TIP: In a highly competitive market, or for items that are really important to you, use BIN or MAO.

For items you can walk away from, use auction.
TIP: Watch out for shipping costs. Some items have a zero starting bid, but $100 shipping!

Fvie E. Rice Fehrnarv. 2015
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’Ujocoming ‘Events

April 14 Tuesday - GPGS Meeting 12:30 Board Meeting
1:30 The Challenge — Writing Your Life Story

April 21 Tuesday - Rogue Valley Genealogical Society
Jackson County Genealogy Library, 3405 S. Pacific Hwy Medford, OR

Come to hear Jo Brew and Pat Edwards, authors of two books on Oregon's main
street, U S Highway 99. Jo and Pat collaborated on these books that highlight
the folk history and stories of towns and people who live along this route. They
will share the stories and history contained in the books as well as some
experiences they found along the way

May 12 Tuesday - GPGS Meeting 12:30 Board Meeting 12:30 — program 1:30

May 19 Tuesday — Rogue Valley Genealogical Society Meeting
Jackson County Genealogy Library, 3405 S. Pacific Hwy Medford, OR

Features a presentation on Native American Genealogy by David West, Director,
and Native American Studies Program at Southern Oregon University, Ashland,
Oregon. Mr. West discusses the seven-generation genealogy standard for
Native Americans who are researching their family history and offers insights into
historical perspectives as well as contemporary issues. Focus areas will be



"removal roles", "allotment rolls", "enrollment rolls", blood quantum requirements,
and dependency based enrollments.

June 9 Tuesday — Trek down to the Rogue Valley Genealogical Library @ 1:00
PM for a tour of the facility — There will be no meeting in Grants Pass on this date
Car polls will be organized — plan to make a reservation if a ride is needed.

July 25 — Saturday 0830 until 2PM - Annual Yard Sale at Umpqua Bank
located at F & 6" Streets in Grants Pass. Call 541 660-8425 for details

August 11 —Tuesday — GPGS Pot Luck Picnic - details and location TB
September 12 — Saturday — GPGS Workshop — Details TBA

September 15 — Tuesday - 12:30 Board Meeting 1:30 Program — Details TBA
October 11 — Saturday - 0800 — 4PM — Family History Community Seminar
October 13 — Tuesday 12:30 Board Meeting 1:30 Program — Details TBA
November 10 — Tuesday 12:30 Board Meeting 1:30 Program — Details TBA

December 8 — Tuesday 11:30 -3PM Christmas Luncheon — installation of 2016
12:30 Board Meeting 1:30 Program — Details TBA

ANNOUNCING A YARD SALE ON SATURDAY
JULY 25™
UMPQUA BANK PARKING LOT
6'" & F STREETS IN GRANTS PASS

PLAN TO DONATE ITEMS
SET UP AND TAKE DOWN

WORK FOR AN HOUR OR TWO

DO “LOOK UPS”
PRICE ITEMS

CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER FOR DETAILS
16



Following is a sheet of QUILT Raffle Tickets are $5.00 each or 6 tickets for
$25.00 - Use the following page to purchase a ticket or 6
The drawing will be held on Tuesday December 8th at the Christmas Luncheon
Need not be present to win *****Mail your tickets and check to
Grants Pass Genealogical Society
PO BOX 214
Grants Pass, OR 97528
A receipt will be sent to you.



Cut the raffle ticket page out of your newsletter and mail the tickets & your check to
GPGS
PO Box 214
Grants pass, OR 97558
Please do not send cash in the mail — checks only
The Treasurer will provide a receipt
We cannot accept money or give out raffle tickets at the
LDS Church where we meet
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$5.00 each or 6 tickets for $25.00
Raffle — December 8" at the Christmas Luncheon
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