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Hello Members and Friends of Family 
History Research 

 
I want to thank LaVona Ness in advance for the 
presentation she will make at our March 12th meeting. 
Her topic will be the new “Family Tree” feature located 
on the Internet at www.familysearch.org 
 
LaVona will show how easy it is to add family history 
details to this new feature on the familysearch.org 
website. You may remember when familysearch.org 
first came on-line around 2000 how the system crashed 
due to its popularity. To avoid this, researchers are 
being asked to sign up early and help test the system. 
 
Yes, non- LDS members are invited to sign up along 
with their LDS friends to get a head start using this 
valuable free, research and information tool. 
 

 
 

Another GPGS program in the works is the April 9th 
meeting featuring a joint presentation about the DAR 
and SAR by Barbara Johnson and Don Thomas both 
members of these organizations and long-time GPGS 
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members. Many of our members believe they have kin who fought in the Revolutionary 
War and want to find out how they can join these two societies. Don’t miss the April 9th 
meeting if you want to learn more about these two American institutions. 
 
I had the pleasure of attending a mini-seminar in Portland in late February hosted by the 
Genealogy Forum of Oregon. Janis Seaton included information about their “Family 
Heirloom and Artifact Reviews” being held at the GFO Library in downtown Portland on 
Feb 23rd. It was a very interesting and enjoyable event, even for my husband who signed 
up to chauffeur and attend with me. He wants to attend next year, too. 
 
The theme of the day required submission in advance of a picture and brief history of up to 
two selected family heirlooms to be reviewed by a certified appraiser and avid historian 
Harvey Steele – also a member of the GFO. He did a fantastic job and really knew the 
history of many apparent and obscure items. 
 
The event was limited to 40 persons and up to 80 heirloom items and cost $50.00 to 
register my heirlooms. I received a written appraisal and history about my great 
grandfather’s pistol and French-made spyglass family legends say was used in the Crimean 
War.  Mr. Steele confirmed the historical timeline told in family stories. A value was 
included in the written appraisal given to me for family history and insurance purposes. 
 
The event is a yearly fundraising activity of the GFO and one I hope to attend next year if 
repeated by the GFO. 
 

 
 
Another bonus that day was visiting the GFO Library housing many fine books, 
periodicals and city directories. Go to www.gfo.org for more information about their 
collection, hours of operation and membership information. 
 
I hope to see you at the meeting on March 12th when we will vote to spend some money on 
an advertising banner and to remove a “typo” from the bylaws. We must have a quorum to 
conduct these votes, so please plan to attend. The Board of Directors meeting commences 
at 12:45 to conduct other business and this meeting is open to all. The vote will take place 
at 1:30 before the program starts. 
 
Cheers to all, 
Celeste Guillory 
President, GPGS 
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This Month’s Meeting 
LaVona Ness will give a presentation on the new Family Tree feature available at the 
familysearch.org website. (LaVona also drew my attention to the ability to add photos to 
your Family Tree at the familysearch.org website.—Editor) LaVona is a long-time 
volunteer with her husband Don at the Family History Center, and is an experienced 
instructor on genealogy topics. 
 
As time allows, we will also explore a few websites that offer free genealogy tutorials. 
Familysearch is, of course, one of them. 
 
More Websites for Irish Research 
 

 
 
A list of helpful websites for Irish research was passed out at last month’s presentation, 
First Steps in Irish Genealogy. (Editor Note: For those who missed the February 
presentation, I will send out a list of those recommended sites in a separate e-mail.) 
Shown below are some additional sites to try. 
 
www.irishorigins.com 
Irish Origins. Multiple subscription options are available, from short-term (for as little as 
72 hours) to long-term (up to one year). A collection of varied genealogical records, 
including directories, censuses, wills, and many unique, one-of-a-kind records. 
 
www.ancestryireland.com 
Ulster Historical Foundation. Records available include many open to the public, some 
only available to paid subscribers, and others that are available only on a pay-per-view 
basis. Birth, Death, and Marriage records from Counties Antrim and Down, gravestone 
inscriptions, street directories and more. 
 
www.ulsterancestry.com 
Ulster Ancestry. This site is primarily designed to perform genealogical research for a fee; 
however, it contains a great deal of free content for you to explore. As you would guess 
from the title, the site focuses on the Province of Ulster (primarily the Counties of Antrim, 
Armagh, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Down, Londonderry/Derry and Donegal). 
 
www.askaboutireland.ie 
Ask About Ireland. Clicking on the “Libraries” tab leads to links to many libraries in 
Ireland. 
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www.irishtimes.com 
Irish Times Digital Archive ($).You can subscribe for 24 hours, a week, a month, or a 
year. There is also some free content available. 
 
www.irishnewsarchive.com 
Irish Newspaper Archives ($). Digital images from 17 Irish national and regional 
newspapers.  
 
www.irelandoldnews.com 
Ireland Old News. Transcriptions from 18th and 19th century Irish newspapers, organized 
by County name and year of publication. Free site. 
 
www.libraryireland.com 
Library Ireland. Click on “Genealogy” tab to find links to 1850 and 1862 directories for 
Dublin and one directory for Ulster towns in 1910. There are quite a few other directories, 
as well. 
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GPGS Name Badges 
 

A suggestion has been made to eliminate having the greeter pack the name badge box 
around each month.  Doing so will make it easier for the greeter to handle membership 
packets, brochures, newsletters and the sign-in sheet in a very limited area before the 

meeting. 
 

Members are requested to wear their name badge to all meetings and retain their name 
badge between meetings so you have it handy on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 

 
Members who wear their name badge to meetings will receive a free raffle ticket at the 
greeter table. A drawing will be held at the end of the speakers’ presentation for a nice 

door prize each month. 
 

Guests will have the opportunity to fill out a temporary name badge and be given a raffle 
ticket for a door prize. 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
** JOBS 2 B Filled ** 

 
Most of these open volunteer positions can be done from the comfort of your 

own home or for a very short period of time during the time they are scheduled. 

 
Yard	  Sale	  –	  Aug.	  3rd.	  –	  Arrange	  for	  tables,	  beverages,	  make	  signs	  etc	  for	  the	  annual	  yard	  

sale	  at	  the	  Courier	  parking	  lot….	  This	  is	  our	  biggest	  	  
source	  of	  revenue	  after	  dues.	  

	  
Christmas	  Luncheon	  –	  Pick	  up	  cake,	  send	  out	  info	  to	  members,	  act	  as	  contact	  with	  the	  

Tap	  Rock	  for	  Dec.	  17th	  annual	  event.	  
	  

Program	  Committee	  –	  Brainstorm	  for	  speakers	  and	  	  
presentations	  needed	  for	  future	  meetings.	  

	  
Newsletter	  –	  Work	  with	  present	  editor	  and	  eventually	  take	  over	  the	  duties	  of	  monthly	  

newsletter.	  
	  

Face	  Book	  Manager	  –	  Set	  up	  a	  Face	  Book	  account	  for	  GPGS	  –	  keep	  it	  up-‐to-‐date,	  post	  
photos,	  meeting	  schedule	  etc.	  

	  
Research	  –	  Assist	  with	  research	  requests	  from	  the	  public	  –	  set	  a	  fee	  schedule	  for	  this	  

revenue	  resource.	  
	  

Community	  Library	  Liaison–	  Compile	  a	  list	  of	  genealogy	  books	  presently	  in	  use	  at	  the	  
Josephine	  Community	  Library	  –	  the	  list	  will	  then	  be	  included	  on	  GPGS	  webpage	  as	  a	  

resource	  for	  people	  doing	  family	  history	  	  
research	  in	  Josephine	  County.	  	  

	  
Summer	  Work	  Shop	  –	  Assist	  at	  the	  July	  9th	  and	  August	  13th	  	  

summer	  workshops.	  
	  

Contact	  Celeste	  Guillory	  cacese36@gmail.com	  to	  volunteer.	  	  
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Dues Are Due! 
Please note that membership dues ($10 for an individual, or $15 for a household) were due 
on January 1st. Please pay your dues by March 1st in order to continue receiving the 
newsletter and other society mailings. If you are unable to make it to our next meeting, you 
may send in your payment to our mailing address listed on page one of this newsletter. 
 

          
 
Upcoming Events     
 
GPGS (Grants Pass Genealogical Society) meetings are held at the LDS Church, corner of 
Harbeck Road and Williams Highway in Grants Pass. Board of Directors Meetings are 
held at 12:30 PM preceding General Meetings and are open to any members who wish to 
attend. 
 
RVGS (Rogue Valley Genealogical Society) meetings and classes are held at the Jackson 
County Genealogy Library (JCGL), 3405 South Pacific Highway, Medford. 
 
 
Mar 12 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Please attend to vote at 1:30 PM on a 

couple of by-law revisions. We must have a quorum present (one-third of the 
membership) in order to validate the vote and avoid the cost of mailing out 
ballots. At 1:45 our speaker LaVona Ness will explain how to use the new 
“Family Tree Feature” on-line at FamilySearch.Org. 

 
Mar 18 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM at JCGL, Starting Your Genealogy Project from 

Scratch, by RVGS President Charleen Brown. (Free) 
 
Mar 19 RVGS monthly meeting, 1:30 to 2:30 PM, held at the Jackson County 

Genealogy Library. Speaker Doug Devine will make a presentation about a 
Confederate submarine which was sunk in 1864 during the Civil War. The 
wreck was discovered off the coast of Charleston, SC in 1995. Stay for 
Digging in the Dark, a free afternoon and evening with librarians available to 
help you with your family history research. 

 
Mar 21-23 Roots Tech 2013 hosted by FamilySearch, to be held at Salt Palace 

Convention Center, Salt Lake City, Utah. Over 250 classes to choose from. 
See flyer in this newsletter. 
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Mar 23 50 Do’s and Don’ts of Genealogy, by Betty Miller, at JCGL, from 10:30 AM 
to 12:30 PM. Fee $10 for members of RVGS, $20 for non-members. Call 
541-512-2340 to reserve a space. 

 
Apr 4 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM at JCGL, Google Tools for Genealogists by Barbara 

Basden. Cost $10 for members, $20 for non-members. 
 
Apr 8-15 Salt Lake City Research Trip, sponsored by Rogue Valley Genealogical 

Society. Travel with congenial fellow researchers on a leisurely two-day bus 
trip to Salt Lake City, spending one night in Winnemucca, Nevada each way. 
Four full days of research at the Family History Library, with your 
accommodations just steps away at the Plaza Hotel. The cost will be 
approximately $850 per person double occupancy, $1,175 single occupancy. 
That includes all motel lodging and the bus transportation. Contact Betty 
Miller at 541-245-3427 or millerba1@hotmail.com if you are interested in 
going. See attached flyer. 

 
Apr 9 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Daughters of the American Revolution 

and Sons of the American Revolution. Guest speakers Barbara Johnson (DAR) 
and Don Thompson (SAR). 

 
Apr 16 General meeting of RVGS, 1:30 to 3:00 PM at JCGL. Capturing Oral History 

on Video: Tips for Storytellers and for Behind the Camera, by speaker Dan 
Shaw. (Free) 

 
Apr 27 Spring Seminar to be held at Bend Golf and Country Club, featured speaker 

Christine Rose, CG, CGL, FASG. Event sponsored by Bend Genealogical 
Society. See attached flyer and registration form. 

 
May 8-11 Building New Bridges, a Family History Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada 

sponsored by National Genealogical Society. See attached flyer. 
 
May 14 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Solving a 40-Year Brick Wall, speaker 

Don Ness. A tutorial video will also be shown. 
 
May 18 Brick Wall Roundtable, 10:30 AM to 12:00 noon, JCGL. Conducted by 

members of the RVGS. (Donation suggested.) 
 
Jun 11 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Digital Photo Know-How. Guest 

Speaker Valerie Brown. 
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