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President’s Message 

 

Amazing May and 

Beyond 

 
It’s good to see the sun again as we start coming out of 

our caves after a long, dark winter. This good weather 

prompts us to spend more time outside and might even 

tempt us to put our family history projects aside until 

later. 

 

I encourage you to set a few hours aside each week to 

keep your family history research up to date. To do this 

there are many genealogy resources to assist you 

locally. 

 

On May 14
th

 at 1:30 Janis Seaton will do a brief review 

of her Irish Research Part I and continue this subject 

with Part II. She will provide many hints and sources 

that have recently become available for those interested 

in documenting their Irish Heritage. Please plan to 

attend. 

 

GPGS plans to present two free beginning genealogy 

workshops during the summer…one on July 9
th

 and the 

other on August 13
th

. Both workshops are free and open 

to the public. They will be held at the LDS Church from 

12:30 until 3:30 in the room we use for our monthly 

mailto:janisseaton@earthlink.net


2 

 

meetings and in the Family History Center. Please plan to attend one of these free 

workshops. 

 

The Family History Center is now open Tuesday through Friday, is well staffed and has a 

huge selection of aids to assist with your research. Plan to spend some time there each 

week in a quiet setting and use the many free on-line programs. Bring your laptop, a thumb 

drive and research problems and you will be amazed at the many ways you can clear up 

some lingering research brick walls. 

 

The annual potluck luncheon will be held again at the beautiful home of Don and LaVona 

Ness on August 6
th

. Bring your favorite potluck item and it might be voted “Best in Class” 

by those in attendance and you’ll go home with a Blue Ribbon of recognition. 

 

Also upcoming is the Courier Parking Lot Yard Sale on August 3
rd

.  Plan now to donate 

something you don’t need anymore to the collection being sold there that day. We meet 

many people interested in our organization as well as earn some funds to support what we 

do. I’ll have more information for you on the Yard Sale in the June issue of this newsletter. 

 

We all go to Medford to shop and I hope when you do you’ll remember to go by the 

Jackson County Genealogical Library, the new genealogy library owned and operated by 

the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. The library is located at 3405 S. Pacific Hwy in 

Medford. Call (541) 512-2340 for hours and directions. 

 

I encourage you to take some time to plan how to take advantage of local genealogy 

resources this summer and keep those family history projects up and running. 

 

Cheers to all, 

Celeste Guillory 

 

May 14th Program Information: 

Our topic for the May meeting is Irish Genealogy, Part II (Where Are the Records?). Janis 

Seaton will do a brief review of the Introduction to Irish Genealogy talk from February, 

and continue on with where to find Irish records. Besides learning about helpful websites, 

you will learn where to find and how to decipher the Tithe Applotment Records, Griffith’s 

Valuation, Civil Registration and Parish records. 

 

Death of Harold Uhlig 

We were sorry to hear that Laura Dunwald’s husband Harold passed away on April 18
th
. 

They had just married on January 20
th
 of this year, having reconnected many years after 

their first meeting. You may recall that she issued a blanket invitation to GPGS members 

to attend the wedding. We offer our deepest sympathies to Laura on her recent loss. 
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Genealogy From the Road with Clare and Winfield Frazeur 

 

 
Clare and Winfield Frazeur left the Rogue Valley on their long-awaited family history 

adventure in their RV, complete with Internet access and two spunky kitties in early April. 

Their six-month, ten-thousand-mile journey will take them to Michigan, Wyoming, 

Nebraska, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, California, South Dakota, and Iowa…not all in that 

order, though.  

 

After a few days they arrived in Salt Lake City, Utah and spent some time at the Family 

History Library. They were impressed and awed at the resources and patron assistance 

they received while there. 

 

Clare noted “sticker shock” on the price of fuel for their RV, but they believe it will all be 

worth it when they finish their adventure. 

 

Of note is a visit with Winfield’s Aunt Katie who will be 90 in late April…lots of helpful 

information to be gathered during the visit. 

 

Clare and Winfield will send frequent updates of their adventure during the next few 

months to be shared with you, the reader. 

 

Celeste Guillory 

 

Cinco de Mayo: 

I’ll bet a lot of people think that the Fifth of May (Cinco de Mayo) is a celebration of the 

Mexican Independence Day, like our Fourth of July. Not so. (That event is celebrated on 

September 15-16, commemorating Mexico’s overthrow of Spanish colonial rule.) 

 

Cinco de Mayo commemorates the Battle of Puebla in 1862. On May 5, Mexican forces 

won an early and important victory over the well-regarded French army, who were 

attempting to install a monarchy. The French eventually succeeded in placing an Austrian 

prince, Maximilian I, on the throne in Mexico in 1863. After our Civil War ended in 1865, 

US troops were sent to enforce the Monroe Doctrine, which caused the French army to 

withdraw in 1866. Emperor Maximilian was executed by a firing squad in 1867. 

 

Today Cinco de Mayo is a higher-profile holiday in the United States than it is in Mexico, 

much like the case with St. Patrick’s Day. 
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GPGS Member Linda Ralph Featured in Historical Society Newsletter: 

The Spring 2013 issue of the Josephine County Historical Society Newsletter, “The Old 

Timer,” shines a spotlight on their board member, Linda Ralph. Linda is also a current 

member and past Vice President of the Grants Pass Genealogical Society. She has an 

ongoing interest in history and genealogy, although she has not been able to attend 

meetings due to her work responsibilities. You can view the newsletter at the JoCo 

Historical Society website, www.jocohistorical.org/newsletters. (See Page 4 of their 

newsletter.) 

 

Recommended Websites: 

 

http://genealogybooklinks.com 

Genealogy Book Links. I learned about this website in the St. Louis Genealogical Society 

newsletter. There was a warning that it is a “serious time consumer,” which is true. It is 

divided into Biographies and Family Genealogies, Books by State, and Material Type (for 

example magazines, maps, directories). Nearly all of the books are out of copyright and are 

available to download. Clicking on the links takes you to the repository for each book. 

You are warned that clicking on FHB (for Family History Books) initiates an immediate 

download of the entire book, so be careful with that one. 

 

www.zabasearch.com 

Zabasearch. This is a website for finding contemporary addresses and phone numbers. It 

can be useful for locating folks who may have ancestors in common with you. I like this 

one because it is not as pushy about selling its “private eye” type of service as other sites. 

 

www.newspaperabstracts.com 

This is a free website where you can search for or post newspaper articles published in the 

United States, Canada, Ireland, Scotland, Australia, England, Norway and Wales. There 

are currently about 102,000 entries from the USA. Note that these are not digital images, 

but rather abstracts made by persons who copied down the text. There are a large number 

of ads on the site for subscriptions to newspaper archives, which you can easily ignore as a 

small price to pay for the free content.

http://www.jocohistorical.org/newsletters
http://genealogybooklinks.com/
http://www.zabasearch.com/
http://www.newspaperabstracts.com/
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Upcoming Events: 

 

GPGS (Grants Pass Genealogical Society) meetings are held at 1:30 PM on the second 

Tuesday of each month (excepting December, July and August) at the LDS Church, corner 

of Harbeck Road and Williams Highway in Grants Pass. Board of Directors Meetings are 

held at 12:30 PM prior to General Meetings and are open to any members who wish to 

attend. 

 

RVGS (Rogue Valley Genealogical Society) meetings and classes are held at the Jackson 

County Genealogy Library (JCGL), 3405 South Pacific Highway, Medford. 

 

May 8-11 Building New Bridges, a Family History Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada 

sponsored by National Genealogical Society. 

 

May 14 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Irish Genealogy, Part II, Where Are the 

Records? Speaker Janis Seaton. 

 

May 18 Brick Wall Roundtable, 10:30 AM to 12:00 noon, JCGL. Conducted by 

members of the RVGS. (Donation suggested, preregistration required.) 

 

May 30 Flowers for the Fallen at 12:00 Noon at the Pedestrian Bridge, All Sports 

Park. Bring flowers and participate in observing Memorial Day by 

recognizing war veterans. 

 

Jun 7-9 44
th
 Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree hosted by the Southern 

California Genealogical Society. Event to be held at Los Angeles Marriott 

Burbank Airport Hotel. This year’s theme is “Follow the Path to the Past.” 

More information can be found at www.genealogyjamboree.com. 

 

Jun 11 GPGS monthly meeting at 1:30 PM. Digital Photo Know-How. Guest 

Speaker Valerie Brown. 

 

Jul 9 Beginning Genealogy Workshop, 12:30 – 3:30 PM at LDS Church, corner of 

Harbeck Road and Williams Highway. This workshop is presented free of 

charge by the GPGS, and is open to both GPGS members and the public. 

 

Aug 3 Fantastic Flea Market, annual fundraiser at the Daily Courier Parking Lot. 

Please save any items you’d be willing to donate for us to sell at the flea 

market. We are also looking for a few good volunteers to work two-hour 

shifts at the sale. This is a good opportunity to meet and greet the public and 

make your contribution to our society. It’s also a lot of fun! 

 

http://www.genealogyjamboree.com/
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Aug 6 GPGS Annual Potluck Picnic at the home of Don and LaVona Ness. Details 

to follow. 

 

Aug 13 Beginning Genealogy Workshop (repeat of July 9
th

 class). 
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