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Letter  from  the
President

THE 1940 US 
FEDERAL CENSUS IS 
COMING!

www.the1940census.co
m

We are down to just a few days until the 
National Archives releases the 1940 US 
Federal Census in April.

I suspect many of you are organizing your notes
and  plan  to  go  on-line  to  the  NARA  website
(www.nara.gov) at  6AM on April  2nd when the
census is released. I sincerely hope it’s that easy
but caution you to be patient, expect delays and
the  possibility  that  the  site  will  go  down  very
quickly with so much enthusiastic traffic.

During the ten-year period between the 1930 and 
1940 censuses the population of the United States
increased by about 9 million people. Many of our
members will be listed on the 1940 census … 
what a thrill for each of them! But, those of us 
who were not alive in 1940 will 

have some interesting family information to see once we identify the correct 
enumeration district where our kin resided. As mentioned last month, there is a 
fine tutorial with hints on how to research the upcoming census at 
www.stevemorse.org. The tutorial is set up in such a way that after reading it 
you will be ready to find your family with little difficulty.

As  you  know,  the  1940  US  Federal  Census  has  not  been  indexed  yet!
Ancestry.com will be working on an index for those who have a subscription to
their genealogy service, but that is available if you purchase a subscription. It
will  take  time  for  ancestry.com to  complete  the  index process,  and you can
expect many omissions and errors on those early indexes.

The Family History Library in Salt Lake City requests volunteers to help with a
huge  indexing  project  being  enthusiastically  prepared  for  at  this  moment.
Project details can be accessed at www.the1940census.com and this website has
considerable information about joining the project. I hope to have a presentation
on this subject soon and I encourage members to go to the indexing website to
read  what  is  required  to  join  this  national  effort.  There  are  on-line  training
webinars and other tools to help volunteer indexers. I look forward to hearing
about your successes with regards to this new research tool.

I  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  Maureen  Feist  speak  at  a  RASCALS meeting
earlier this month and was impressed with her presentation.  You may remember
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Maureen taught at the local Family History Seminar last October. She will be
our guest speaker on March 13th in the Ben Bones Room at 1:30. I hope to see
many of our members and the public at the meeting as Maureen shows us how to
enhance our family history record keeping.

In  honor  of  Saint  Patrick’s  Day  I  encourage  everyone  to  wear
something green to the meeting on March 13th. 

Celeste Guillory
President GPGS

March Presentation

Maureen Feist is well known as a presenter of lectures on Digital Image and 
Document Management and Telling Your Family Story in Chapter Books. She 
creatively incorporates relics and heirlooms as well as photos into the final photo
books. This class is sure to give you new inspiration and ideas about how to 
create interest in your family’s genealogy.

Fast Facts About Ireland and the Irish
The most well-known event in Ireland’s history is no doubt the Potato Famine
during the years of 1845 to perhaps 1850. When the potato arrived in Europe in
the early 1500’s, it revolutionized the diet of the Irish. Not only was it very easy
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to grow, even in the most marginal conditions, it was also very nutritious. When
eaten along with buttermilk, it provided a cheap balanced diet. When the potato
crops  failed  starting  in  the  fall  of  1845,  the  consequences  were  devastating.
Ireland’s population decreased from 8.2 million people in 1841 to 6 million in
1851.  At  least  one  million  of  those  people  had  died;  others  left  for  other
countries.

Over 40 million Americans claim Irish heritage, second only to the number of
Americans who claim “German genes.”

What  we  loosely  refer  to  as  Ireland  is  actually  two  separate  countries--the
Republic of Ireland, which broke away from Great Britain during the War of
Independence (1919-1921)—and  Northern Ireland, which remained a part of
the  British  Empire,  although  independent  like  Canada  and  India.  Northern
Ireland is mostly Protestant, while the Republic of Ireland’s dominant religion is
Roman Catholic. The War of Independence was followed immediately by the
Irish  Civil  War  (1921-1923),  in  which  the  anti-treaty  forces  attempted
unsuccessfully to bring the six Northern Ireland counties into the Republic of
Ireland. 

The flag of the Republic of Ireland contains three colors:  green is the traditional
color of Ireland, orange represents the Protestant population in the north, and
white signifies the hope for peace between these two groups.

Irish Blessings

May those who love us love us.
And those that don’t love us,
May God turn their hearts.

And if He doesn’t turn their hearts,
May he turn their ankles,

So we’ll know them by their limping!

Health and a long life to you.
Land without rent to you.
A child every year to you.

And if you can’t go to heaven,
May you at least die in Ireland.

Irish Web Sites
In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, here are a few web sites to use in exploring your
Irish background.
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www.libraryireland.com
This is a free resource containing online books and articles about Irish history,
genealogy and culture. I gave it a try, and it is great fun to just poke around and
see what is there. You can print off an entire book if you are so inclined.

www.irelandgenweb.com
Ireland GenWeb. This website is similar to our US GenWeb site. You will find 
links to the various counties within the Republic of Ireland with helpful 
background information, surname details and resources.

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nirwgw
Northern Ireland GenWeb. This is similar to the above-listed Ireland GenWeb 
site, except that it pertains to the six Northern Ireland counties.

www.findmypast.ie
This searchable database provides access to information either by subscription or
through the purchase of “Pay As You Go” credits. They are based in Dublin, 
where the National Archives of Ireland and the National Library of Ireland are 
located. Here is just a sampling of the records available at this website: complete
Griffith’s Valuation, indexes to Irish wills (1270-1858), gravestones and church 
memorials, military records, obituaries and other newspaper records. Even if you
choose not to subscribe or purchase credits, there is a very helpful selection of 
study materials to bring yourself up to date on Irish genealogy and research.

www.eneclann.ie
Eneclann. This site offers research services, and also publishes books about Irish
topics. The books are available in hard copy or digital format.

www.census.nationalarchives.ie
The National Archives of Ireland (located in Dublin). This is the portion of their 
site that contains the censuses for 1901 and 1911, searchable by all information 
categories, for all thirty-two counties. There is also a link back to the main 
website for National Archives of Ireland. Similar to our own NARA.

www.proni.gov.uk
Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (located in Belfast). Online records 
include Ulster Covenant Freeholders, Street Directories, Will Calendars. There 
are also online research guides and information leaflets. Contains much helpful 
material to help you become familiar with Northern Ireland research.

www.irishorigins.com
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This is a subcategory under the Origins.Net website, which is devoted to British 
(including Scottish) and Irish ancestors. Key records include the Dublin City 
Censuses of 1851 and 1901, Tithe Defaulters, Electoral Registers for Ireland, 
Irish Wills, British and Irish Passenger Lists, and others too numerous to 
mention.

If you are interested in subscribing to the site, you can select from various 
options including 72 hours, monthly or annually. Access to the entire site for one
month is 9.50 Pounds Sterling per month (about $12.54 US Dollars at today’s 
exchange rate). Seventy-two hours of access to the Irish Origins portion is 6 
Pounds Sterling ($7.92).

www.ancestryireland.com
Ulster Historical Foundation. This site provides family research services, Irish 
genealogy records and over 300 Irish history and genealogy books available 
through their online bookstore. A one-year membership is 31.00 Pounds ($40.92 
USD), and pay-per-view credits are available as well.

How to Notate Adopted Children in Family Trees
We’ve had a couple of inquiries recently about how to document adoptions in
one’s family tree paperwork or software. Most genealogy software contains an
option for describing the relationship between parents and children. They usually
offer  choices  such  as  biological,  adopted,  step-,  foster,  etc.  You  enter  the
relationship  at  the  same  time  the  child’s  name and personal  information  are
entered.  Referring  to  the  software’s  Help  Menu  will  help  you  if  you  have
trouble.

If you are preparing your family tree “free-style” (without benefit of genealogy
software), you can show the child’s name and the word “adopted” in parentheses
afterward. If the biological parents of the child are known, a separate family tree
may be completed for them.

Salt Lake City April Research Trip
The Rogue Valley Genealogical Society is still taking signups for their annual
bus trip to Salt Lake City to do research at the Family History Library. You need
not be a member of the RVGS to participate. This is about the most economical
way available to visit the FHL. See the one-page advertisement at the back of
this newsletter.

Mining Lore of Waldo District

From 1936 to 1940, members of the Federal Writers’ Project traveled the USA
under  the  auspices  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  documenting  life
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histories of many of our citizens for future generations. These fascinating stories
are  archived  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  are  available  in  the  American
Memories portion of their website. I found the following interesting story about
Waldo to share with you. Perhaps the subject of the interview—J. Thorburn Ross
—is related to one of you. If you would like to look for other stories to read, go
to the following website:  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/.

7

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/


8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



Upcoming Events
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NOTE: REGISTRATION FORMS FOR THE SEMINARS LISTED BELOW
CAN BE FOUND IN THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER.

Mar 13 Monthly  GPGS  meeting  at  1:30  PM  in  the  Ben  Bones  Room,
Josephine Community Library, 200 NW “C” Street,  Grants Pass.
Maureen Feist, guest speaker, on “Digital Photos How-To.”

Mar 18 German Mini Seminar, offered by Genealogical Forum of Oregon.
On  Sunday,  March  18,  from  9  AM  to  1  PM  at  GFO  Library,
Portland. Info at www.gfo.org.

Mar 20 RVGS General Meeting, 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM, OEA Bldg., 2495 S.
Pacific  Hwy,  Medford.  Daniel  Owens  of  Forget  Me  Not
Productions will teach students how to prepare and save old photos
and videos for generations to come. Topics to be covered include
scanning, transferring and keeping in safe environments.

Apr 10 Monthly  GPGS  meeting  at  1:30  PM  in  the  Ben  Bones  Room,
Josephine Community Library, 200 NW “C” Street,  Grants Pass.
Guest speaker Linda Hugle on “Cincinnati Research, A Crossroads
Many Families Passed Through.”

Apr 9-16 Research trip to Salt Lake City (Family History Library), sponsored
by Rogue Valley Genealogical Society. See the flyer at the back of
this newsletter for details.

Apr 17 RVGS General  Meeting,  1:30 – 3:30 PM, 2495 S.  Pacific  Hwy,
Medford. Four RVGS members will talk about their trip to the Salt
Lake Institute of Genealogy in Janary. Barbara Basden will also talk
about the Roots Tech Conference in February.

Apr 21 Bend Genealogical  Society 2012 Spring Seminar.  Featuring Dick
Eastman,  Founder  and  Editor  of  Eastman’s  Online  Genealogy
Newsletter. 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Bend Golf & Country Club.
Go  to  this  website  for  more  information:
www.orgenweb.org/Deschutes/bend-gs.

Apr 21 Spring  Seminar,  Genealogical  Forum  of  Oregon,  to  held  at
Milwaukie  Elks  Lodge.  Speaker  J.  Mark  Lowe,  CG.  Info  at
www.gfo.org.
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Apr 21 “How to Use Cemetery Sources,”  Jacksonville  Cemetery,  9:30 –
11:00  AM.  Part  of  the  “Mysteries  in  Our  Backyard”  series
(sponsored by RVGS). Free

Apr 21 Fort Vannoy Marker Dedication, Ft. Vannoy Farm, 11:00 AM.

Apr 27 “Finding the  Treasures  in  the  Genealogy Library,”  9:30 – 11:30
AM,  at  Jackson  County  Genealogy  Library,  95  Houston  Rd.,
Phoenix, Oregon. ($10 for RVGS members, $20 for non-members.)

Apr 28 “Brick  Wall  Roundtable.”  10:30  AM  –  12:00  Noon,  Jackson
County Genealogy Library, 95 Houseon Rd., Phoenix, OR.

May 5 “The Do’s and Don’ts  of  Genealogy.”  1:00 – 3:00 PM, Jackson
County Genealogy Library, 95 Houston Rd., Phoenix, OR. ($10 for
RVGS members, $20 for non-members.)

May 8 GPGS monthly meeting. “The 1940 Census.”

May 15 Two  classes  offered  prior  to  the  RVGS  General  Meeting.
“Understanding Emigration & Immigration”  from 9:30-1030 AM
and “German Ancestry Explained” from 11:30 – 12:30. Price $20
per class, guest lecturer is Susan LeBlanc.

May 15 RVGS general  meeting  at  2495 S.  Pacific  Hwy.,  Medford,  from
1:30 PM – 3:30 PM. “The Best Kept Secret: World Vital Records
on the Internet.” Guest lecturer Susan LeBlanc. Free.

Jun 9 Hugo History Day, Hugo Ladies Club, 9 AM – 3:30 PM.

Jun 12 GPGS monthly  meeting.  Speaker  Bob  James,  “Import/Export  of
Data.”

July (No meeting scheduled.)

Aug 14 GPGS Annual Club Picnic. Location to be announced.

Sep 11 GPGS monthly meeting. Speaker to be announced.

Oct 9 GPGS monthly meeting. Speaker to be announced.

Oct 20 Graveyard Tour, IOOF Cemetery, 4 PM and 6 PM shows. Presented
by Living History Players of Josephine County Historical Society.
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Nov 13 GPGS monthly meeting. Speaker to be announced. Annual election
of officers.

Dec 5 Annual  Christmas  Luncheon,  TapRock  Northwest  Grill,  12:00
Noon. Installation of Board of Directors. Note: This event is on a
Wednesday.
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